
PARSHAT VA’EIRA

In this week’s Parsha, Va’eira, Hashem sends Moshe 
to Pharaoh to warn him of the upcoming plague 
of wild beasts and that the plague will not be in 
Goshen, where the Jews lived. Then Hashem says, 
“I will place a distinction between My people and 
your people.”

The word Hashem uses for “distinction” here is 
“f’dus,” which actually means “redemption.”

What message is Hashem sending us by using 
the word redemption to mean distinction or 
separation?

As Jews, we are gifted with a strong sense of 
justice, and the idea of inequality just bothers us 
to no end. We can mistakenly think that all people 
are the same. People are people.

However, Hashem thinks differently. He chose the 
Jewish people and distinguished us from among 
all other nations. He wants us to be distinct, in the 
way we act, in the way we dress, in the way we 

speak, etc. Hashem 
wants us to be 
a light unto the 
nations, and when 
we are, we lift the 
world to a higher 
moral level, which 
brings redemption.

In Egypt, the 
Jewish people distinguished themselves in three 
ways; language, dress, and names. Everywhere a 
Jew went, Egyptians knew, “There walks a Jew.” 
Therefore, the way we acted made a difference, 
impacting our surroundings.

Since we distinguished ourselves for Hashem, 
Hashem separated us for redemption from Egypt.

As the Rebbe’s emissary in Temecula, CA, I found 

that people were always happy and respected that 
I was observant. I also found that they were very 
let down when a Jewish person did something 
wrong.

We are special and the world knows it, we need to 
embrace it and distinguish ourselves for Hashem. 
We need to be living examples to each other and 
a light unto the nations. If we do, we will once 
again merit Hashem’s redemption, the coming of 
Moshiach. May it happen soon.

Different Is Redemptive

HASHEM’S 
DISTINCTION OF THE 
JEWISH PEOPLE IS 
ACTUALLY A CALL 
TO REDEMPTION

Despite facing one of life’s most difficult challenges, Rabbi Yitzi 
Hurwitz continues to spread joy and faith to thousands around the 
globe. Diagnosed in 2012 with ALS, Rabbi Yitzi is now 95% paralyzed 
and no longer able to speak or breath on his own. Thanks to the 
miracle of technology, Rabbi Yitzi continues to spread his wisdom 
through his eyes, focusing on each and every letter of these Torah 
articles. Rabbi Yitzi, his wife Dina and their seven children are the 
Rebbe’s Shluchim to Temecula, California.

“Dear Rabbi Yitzi

I discovered your writings from a newsletter at Young 
Israel of Beverly Hills where I am a member, and I was 
extremely inspired and touched by your ideas.  

And then, when I discovered your condition and needless 
to say, I was even more amazed! 

I want to keep learning from your positivity, strength and 
wisdom, and of course keep being inspired from you 
emuna and bitachon!

G-d bless you!”

- Meryl S, Beverly Hills
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