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PARSHAT PINCHAS

Making The Torah Yours

In this week’s Parsha, Pinchas, we read about
the laws of inheritance of the land of Israel.

The daughters of Tzelafchad brought their
case before Moshe. They were five women
who were very learned in Torah, and they
had no brothers. In the laws of inheritance,
when there are brothers and sisters, the land
goes only to the brothers, and they support
their sisters, so they benefit from their father's
estate. When they get married, they are
supported by their husband, so they benefit
from his estate.

The outcome is that land doesn’t shift from
tribe to tribe, keeping the tribe's territory
intact. For example,
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PERSONALIZED
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EXCLUSIVELY

father's land and then
marry a man from the
tribe of Efraim, that
land would shift and
become the territory
of Efraim.

YOURS.

The question that
the daughters of
Tzelafchad had was, what if a man only has
daughters? Who inherits his land?

There are two possible answers. Either it goes
totheclosest malerelative orto the daughters.
In Tzelafchad's case, if it goes to the closest
male relative, it will get swallowed into his
estate and not be identified as Tzelafchad'’s
land. And that is what his daughters wanted,

that a part of the land of Israel should carry
their father's name.

Rashi tells us that Moshe forgot the law.
Not that he didn't yet receive the law from
Hashem, but rather, that he knew it and forgot
it. One of the reasons brought by Rashi for this
memory lapse is that Hashem wanted that
this law “be written by their hands,” meaning,
in the daughters of Tzelafchad’s merit.

There was one other time that Rashi tells
us that Moshe forgot the law, in last week’s
Parsha, by the story of Zimri when he took a
Midianite princess to have relations with her.
Moshe forgot the law that if a Jew has carnal
relations with a non-Jewish woman, zealots
may take action against him.

Why would Hashem make it that Moshe, the
teacher of the Jewish people, should forget
specifically these two laws? It is obvious that
it was necessary for him to forget them and
that there is a positive gain and outcome
from his lapse of memory in these laws. If
not, what was the purpose of telling us these
stories? So, what is the positive outcome of
this event?

Anotherquestion.Whyissomuch prominence
given to the daughters of Tzelafchad? They
are mentioned by name three times in the
Torah.

In both of these stories, Moshe would not
have been believed to say what the law
was because he was personally involved. By
forgetting the law, it had to be transmitted in
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a different way, or it had to be retransmitted
by Hashem to Moshe to give it the strength
and validity of every other mitzvah that
Moshe taught.

In the case of Zimri, he wanted to be with a
Midianite woman, and being that Moshe’s
wife was Tzipora, Yisro's daughter, a Midianite,
he was too involved to give the ruling. Because
of this, the Torah law had to be transmitted
through a different person, Pinchas.

In the case that the daughters of Tzelafchad
brought, Moshe wasn’t originally involved,
but they dragged him in. They said that
their father wasn't part of Korach'’s rebellion
against Moshe. Which, although it seems like
a minor thing, it would be enough to weaken
the ruling. By forgetting the law, he had to go
to Hashem to receive it again. And that was
enough to give it the full strength of Torah.

The daughters of Tzelafchad are mentioned
three times in the Torah, each time it says
their names, Machla, Tirtza, Chagla, Milka,
and Noah, and all in connection to the laws
of inheritance. This is because of their self-
sacrifice and total investment into these
laws. Their father died in one of the first years
after the Exodus, so some of them were born
yet in Egypt, and their case was brought in
the fortieth year after the Exodus. They all
refrained from getting married until their
case would be heard because once they
would be married, their case would not be
so strong, because they would be connected
to their husband's land. This was a major
sacrifice on their part, now they were around
forty. They also delved into the subject with
all their being, making it theirs, hence they
merited to have it “written by their hands” in
their honor.

This is a lesson to each of us that if we put
our effort into Torah study and do it with
self-sacrifice and not for a personal gain, like
the daughters of Tzelafchad. Then the Torah
becomes ours, and as if it was written in our
honor. This is true for any sacrifice that is done
for Hashem and His Torah, it makes it yours
and in your merit.

May the merit of our sacrifices for Hashem
and His Torah stand up for us, and storm the
gates of heaven, asking that Moshiach should
come already. The time has come.

‘Dear Rabbi Yitzi,

| saw your video in my class at Chabad. It moved me.

I am quite inspired. | am profoundly touched by your
story. | hope that | express this properly as my mother is
Jewish but neither she, nor subsequently I, was raised in
a traditionally Jewish home.

The thing is, your bitachon, your whole family’s trust in
Hashem, inspires me as a Jewish woman who in some
manner is new to Judaism. Whenever | see or hear stories
like this | am motivated for more mitzvoh, but in the
case of your story though, | was also and additionally
motivated and encouraged to persevere in my studies
and trust Hashem, wholeheartedly.

Thank you for making the video (and for letting me
follow you). It definitely had, and continues to have, an
impact on me.”

- Catherine M, Newport Beach
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Despite facing one of life's most difficult challenges, Rabbi Yitzi
Hurwitz continues to spread joy and faith to thousands around the
globe. Diagnosed in 2012 with ALS, Rabbi Yitzi is now 95% paralyzed
and no longer able to speak or breath on his own. Thanks to the
miracle of technology. Rabbi Yitzi continues to spread his wisdom
through his eyes, focusing on each and every letter of these Torah
articles. Rabbi Yitzi, his wife Dina and their seven children are the

Rebbe’s Shiuchim to Temecula, California
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RABBI SHMUEL MENACHEM
MENDEL BUTMAN 7"y

DIRECTOR OF LUBAVITCH YOUTH ORGANIZATION
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MAY HE BE REUNITED WITH HIS FAMILY WITH
THE COMING OF MOSHIACH!
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