
PARSHAS BALAK

In this week’s Parsha, Balak, we read how 
the wicked Balaam sets out to curse the 
Jews, but in the end, HaShem has him 
bless them instead.

Balam goes on to say prophecy of 
Moshiach’s coming.

What purpose does it serve for Hashem to 
have the prophecy of Moshiach’s coming 
said specifically by a wicked, Jew-hating 
person like Balam?

Just to add fuel to the fire. This prophecy 
is found in Parshas Balak, which is named 
after another wicked, Jew-hating king. 
There are no mitzvahs in this Parsha, and 

this Parsha ends with 
the Jewish people 
reaching a new low. 
As far as Parshas go, 
this one seems to be 
the lowest.

In what seems to be 
the lowest Parsha, 
Balaam, the lowest of 
people, prophesies 
the greatest event 
the Jewish people 

will ever have. An event which is one of 
the 13 principles of Judaism; the coming 
of Moshiach. Why?

This is truly a testament to the power of 

the Jewish people. The power to transform 
even the darkest of places, the darkest of 
situations.

We have the ability and the obligation to 
shine light and lift and transform even the 
lowest to holiness. What’s more, Hashem 
puts us in these dark situations and gives 
us the power to transform them.

Now, when you lift from the bottom, you 
lift the whole thing.

That is the message found in the fact that 
the prophecy of Moshiach is found in this 
Parsha, seemingly the lowest, by Balam, 
the lowest of people. Even a Balam is 
changed to say Moshiach’s prophecy.

How amazing are we? Through us, the 
lowest, darkest situations and most evil 
people can, and will be transformed into 
goodness and light. We are truly amazing.

How Amazing Are We?

WE HAVE THE 
ABILITY AND 
THE OBLIGATION 
TO SHINE 
LIGHT, LIFT AND 
TRANSFORM 
EVEN THE 
LOWEST TO 
HOLINESS.

Despite facing one of life’s most difficult challenges, Rabbi Yitzi 
Hurwitz continues to spread joy and faith to thousands around the 
globe. Diagnosed in 2012 with ALS, Rabbi Yitzi is now 95% paralyzed 
and no longer able to speak or breath on his own. Thanks to the 
miracle of technology, Rabbi Yitzi continues to spread his wisdom 
through his eyes, focusing on each and every letter of these Torah 
articles. Rabbi Yitzi, his wife Dina and their seven children are the 
Rebbe’s Shluchim to Temecula, California.
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