
PARSHAS BO

In this week’s parsha, Bo, we are given the first 
mitzvah, to sanctify the new month on the 
testimony of two witnesses who saw the birth of 
the new moon.
 
The words in the Torah that teach us this mitzva 
are “This month, for you, will be the first month”. 
Hashem showed Moshe the sliver of the new 
moon and said “this” is how the moon should 
look.
 
At the same time, with the same words, we are 
taught: “This month” the month of Nissan, “for you” 
for the Jewish people, “will be the first month” or 
literally “the head of months”.
 
Why is it so important for Hashem to tell us, by 
the first mitzva, that Nissan be our “head month”?
 
In the month of Nissan we became a people, 
and in the month of Nissan we were redeemed. 
Asking us to consider Nissan as our head month, 
tells us that there is something about this month 
that defines us as a people.
 
“This month” has several names. It is called 
Nissan, which comes from the word nes, which 
means miracle. By referring to Nissan as our 
head month, the Torah is telling us that we are 
a miraculous nation with miraculous abilities. We 
have the ability to change the world, to make the 
mundane holy by doing mitzvahs.  This is because 
though we have physical bodies we have been 
infused with a neshama, a soul, which is a piece 
of Hashem. This makes us a G-dly people, above 
nature, enabling us to take two opposites, holy 
and mundane and fuse them together. Making 
the physical world G-dly.
 
This month is also called the month of Aviv, spring. 
Spring is the time that trees bud new growth. The 
lesson for us is that we cannot be comfortable 
with our past accomplishments. We must be 
constantly growing, adding in Torah, service, and 
good deeds.

It is also the month of Geula, redemption. This 
teaches us that we are a truly free people. We 
must never feel that we need to be like “them”. 
We have our way, the Jewish way, which is by far 
superior, and by far more humane.
 
This is why it is told to us by the first mitzvah, 
because as a Jew, first you need to know who you 
are. You are imbued with these incredible traits, 
specifically to do mitzvahs and infusing the world 
with G-dliness.
 
This is who we are.
 
It is OK to be proud of who you are.

Know Who You Are
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